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In this Issue....
The first National level dissemination workshop related to
the IFAD regional grant project ‘RuFBeP’ was held in Manila
on 14 June 2018 which was hosted by Agricultural Credit
Promotion Council (ACPC) in collaboration with IFAD
Philippines Office. The workshop was organized primarily
to discuss the final results of piloting of identified good
practices in the Philippines, its impact, challenges for
scaling up and policy implications on adaptation. The
workshop also discussed the possible collaborative efforts
of RuFBeP piloting with other IFAD Investment projects in
Philippines. The workshop was attended by 55 high level
delegations from the ministries of agriculture and finance,
Central Bank (Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas), IFAD
Philippines, APRACA member institutions, regional farmers’
organizations (Asian Farmer’s Association) and civil society.

The broad objectives of the national dissemination
workshop were: (a) Validate the results of the pilot testing
of identified good practices in the Philippines and relate
these good practices under their unique operating
environment and their relationship with the good practices
at the country level; (b) Generate inputs from the local/
foreign experts to deepen the contents and strengthen the
impact assessment document; (c) Match the findings with
the thematic focuses and issues of Philippines for the

Delegates at the National Dissemination workshop on ‘Pro-poor Rural Finance Best Practices’ held in Manila, Philippines on 14 June 2018



2 APRACA Newsletter • Vol. 5 Issue 2 • April-June 2018

Attendees busy in discussing and APRACA Secretary General leading the session on way forward during the of National Dissemination Workshop

future scaling up by the financial institutions at the country
level; (d) Identify the financial institutions at the country
level who will lead the scaling up of the identified good
practices based on the results of pilot testing;.

The methodology and the schedule followed in the
dissemination workshop were: (a) Presentations by
APRACA on the results of the implementation in
Philippines, the challenges, opportunities and way forward;
(b) Presentation by local experts from international
agencies working in the Philippines on the innovations in
rural finance and its importance in the policy perspective;
(c) Presentations by the host institutions on the pro-poor
rural finance best practices and its impact on the growth
and development of the country; (d) Presentations by the
Country implementation team on their plans to improve
the document on the final results and impacts of the pilot
testing conducted in 2 location of the country; The
dissemination forum was divided into the opening session
and two technical sessions.

Ms. Jocelyn Alma R. Badiola, Executive Director, Agricultural
Credit Policy Council welcomed and thanked the
participants for attending the forum in spite of bad
weather in the city. She paid tribute to the management of
IFAD, APRACA, APRACA-CENTRAB, and the organizing tem

Ms. Evelyn Lavina, Undersecretary and in-charge of Rural Credit, Ministry of Agriculture Government of Philippines and Mr. Jerry E Pacturan, Country Programme Officer,
IFAD Philippines speaking during the closing session of the Dissemination Workshop

of ACPC for shaping this important forum. Ms. Badiola was
confident that through this forum, inputs from both local
and foreign experts will further reinforce the results of the
impact assessment. Consequently, it will enable the
government and rural finance institutions to provide
financial services on a sustainable basis. Mr. Nigel Brett,
Director of Asia-Pacific Region in IFAD explained the goal of
the RuFBeP project, which is to sustainably reduce poverty
and improve food security for rural communities in the Asia
Pacific Regions. The results and findings of the project,
focused on the four key features: (a) Innovative product
design that respond better to changes in the market
demand; (b) Innovations in service delivery; (c) Application
of ICT in improving the outreach of rural financial services
and (d) Risk mitigation strategies such as linking savings
with lending and social security. These are all highly
relevant to the priorities of IFAD work across the globe. In
her concluding remarks, Ms. Evelyn Lavina, Undersecretary
for High Value Crops and Rural Credit, Ministry of
Agriculture, Government of Philippines said that the
present administration is keen to improve the rural credit
situation in the country and planned to bring cent percent
financial inclusion. She was also impressed learning that
the impact of the project is far reaching and ACPC along
with LandBank of the Philippines is still continuing the
project in both the location.
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ACTIVITIES OF APRACA SECRETARIAT

APRACA Secretary General with the IFAD Country Programme Manager
of Indonesia and Pakistan attending the GFRID 2018 in Kuala Lumpur

■ APRACA was invited in the Global Forum
on Remittances, Investment and
Development (GFRID 2018) held in
Kuala Lampur, Malaysia 8-10 May 2018

The Secretary General of APRACA was invited by the
organizers of the Global Forum on Remittances,
Investment and Development (GFRID 2018) as a specialist
panelist during the Plenary Session 3 of the programme
which was held in Kula Lumpur, Malaysia during
7-10 May 2018. Broadly, the GFRID 2018 Asia-Pacific
provides opportunities to: (a) share good practices to
leverage remittances for development in the Asia-Pacific
marketplace, including through public-private
partnerships; (b) identify measures to reduce cost of
remittances through market competition, innovative
business models and use of modern technologies;
(c) explore innovative financing solutions to unlock
migrant investments; (d) promote national development
strategies that allow for scaling up successful business
models and strategies involving migrant and diaspora
contributions and (d) provide concrete, actionable
recommendations to leverage potential of diaspora
investment and migrant remittances.

The panel discussion participated by Dr. Prasun Kumar Das
provided concrete examples of current best practices and
discussed how different stakeholders can apply them in
their area of operation. The panel also examined the
essential requirements to make a positive public-private-
people partnership work structure, and how public policies
supported to create an enabling environment in the
marketplace and contribute to accelerating the SDG
agenda of the United Nations.

■ Learning and exposure visit programme
to Thailand by the Department of
Livestock Services, Government of
Nepal during 3-9 June 2018

In response of the request received from the Department
of Livestock Services, Government of Nepal, APRACA
organized to conduct a learning and exposure visit for their
senior officials to Thailand. There were 15 officials from the
department visited three provinces of Thailand which
included the process of agriculture, livestock and milk
value chains. The team visited the poultry farms and
Fisheries projects under the private sector initiatives which
show cases the complete value chain of this two
commodities. The team also visited ‘Talad Thai’ the largest
Agricultural Marketing Cooperatives (AMCs) for the farmers
in Thailand to understand the Agricultural marketing
system and the pricing of the agricultural commodities in
the country During their last leg of visit, APRACA organized
a visit to one Milk producers’ Cooperative in Thailand to get
the glimpses of the cooperative movement in the country.

Dr. Prasun Kumar Das, Secretary General, APRACA with the delegates from
Department of Livestock Services, Government of Nepal during their visit

to APRACA Secretariat in Bangkok

Mr. Attashit Surakul, Senior Manager of Wang Nam Yen Milk Producers’
Cooperative in Sa-Kaew providing details about the cooperative to the delegates

from Department of Livestock Services, Government of Nepal
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■ Learning and exposure visit programme
to Thailand by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Land Management and
Coop, Government of Nepal during
30 June to 08 July 2018

APRACA received a request received from the Ministry of
Agriculture, Land Management and Cooperatives,
Government of Nepal to organize a learning and exposure
visit for their senior officials to Thailand. The overarching
objectives of the visit were to provide practical knowledge
about the agricultural markets, veterinary services and
participation in animal fairs. The team from the ministry
was consists of 12 officials who visited four provinces of
Thailand to understand the value chains of agriculture with
special reference to agricultural commodity marketing,
institutions and process of providing the veterinary
services at the village level. The team was also privileged to
participate in the animal fair and understood the factors of
determining the quality and pricing of animals. The team
also visited one unique poultry farm which is operating
under controlled climate show casing the importance of

hygiene in maintaining the quality of livestock products.
While visiting ‘Talad Thai’ the largest agricultural produce
market yard in Thailand, the delegates received a detailed
presentation from the market committee regarding the
process of agricultural marketing and the system of
commodity pricing.

 Participants of the learning and exposure visit programme conducted by APRACA
for the Ministry of Agriculture, Land Management and Cooperatives,

Government of Nepal during their visit to Maitree Poutry Farm
in Chasoengsao, Thailand

Delegates from the Ministry of Agriculture, Land Management and Cooperatives,
Government of Nepal posing in front of National Institute of Animal Health

during their visit to Thailand in June 2018

Participants from Ministry of Agriculture, Land Management and Cooperatives,
Government of Nepal visiting the Goat Production Facilities at J K Farm,

Chasoengsao, Thailand

NEWS FROM APRACA MEMBER INSTITUTIONS

■ News from Fiji Development Bank

Fiji Development Bank (FDB) Progresses its Green
Climate Fund (GCF) Accreditation through USAID
Partnership:

The Fiji Development Bank [FDB] welcomes the
partnership with the United States Agency for International
Development [USAID], through its Ready Project, to assist
the Bank, in progressing its Green Climate Fund [GCF]
accreditation requirements, with two critical policy
developments. FDB Chief Executive Officer, Mark Clough,

said the partnership involves the USAID Ready Project
providing technical support to FDB for fulfilling its GCF
requirement of developing a Gender Equity and Social
Inclusion (or GESI) Policy and a new Procurement Policy.

“The Bank has been working towards fulfilling the 10
accreditation conditions required by GCF prior to the first
project proposal submission and fund disbursements by
GCF which are related to internal policies and frameworks
to satisfy the GCF Fiduciary Standards, Environmental and
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Social Safeguards, and the Gender Equity and Social
Inclusion Policy,” said Mr. Clough. He said that since the
approval in October 2017, FDB has progressed in
addressing these conditions but the development of these
two critical policies required external engagement. “The
Bank engaged USAID to develop these policies as they
expressed their interest to assist during the final stages of
our accreditation’s submission and the Bank is most
grateful for USAID’s assistance,” he said.....(To read more,
please visit https://www.fdb.com.fj/news-release-fdb-
p ro gre s s e s - i t s - g c f - a cc re d i t at i o n - t h ro u g h - u s a i d -
partnership/)

■ News from Bank Indonesia

Bank Indonesia and Bangko Sentral Ng Philipinas Agreed
to Cooperate on the Prevention of Money Laundering
and Terrorist Financing:

Bank Indonesia (BI) and Bangko Sentral Ng Pilipinas (BSP)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding for Anti-Money
Laundering (AML) and Countering Financing of Terrorism

BAAC, 469 Nakhonsawan Road, Dusit, Bangkok 10300, Thailand
Tel: (662) 282-0693, 282-1365  Fax: (662) 280-1524
E-mail: apraca@apraca.org, sofia@apraca.org
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(CFT) programs and activities in the area of payment and
settlement systems on Saturday, 4th August 2018 in Manila
Philippines. The MoU signed by The Governor of Bank
Indonesia, Perry Warjiyo and the Governor of Bangko
Sentral Ng Filipinas, Nestor A. Espenilla, Jr.

The Memorandum of Understanding is aimed to
strengthen cooperation in the implementation of AML and
CFT which covers legal framework and regulation, as well
as data and information related to cross-border
transactions conducted by payment services providers or
others under each jurisdiction. The cooperation is carried
out in the form of policy dialogues, exchange of data and
information and capacity building. The signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding is in line with the
government’s efforts in combating money laundering and
terrorism financing, as well as recommendations and
guidelines provided by international institutions of the
Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF).....
(To read more, please visit https://www.bi.go.id/en/ruang-
media/siaran-pers/Pages/sp_206018.aspx)


