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APRACA General Secretary / Secretariat
APRACA Member Institutions
AFRACA Member Institutions

Madam/Sir

International Training Programme on Self Help Group (SHG) - A tool for
Financial Inclusion and Women Empowerment - 14-18 January 2019 at
Lucknow (India)

Self Help Group (SHG) movement is a flagship financial inclusion programme, promoted
by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), an apex level
development financial institution of India. NABARD is the pioneer in development and

main streaming of Self Help Group (SHG) — Bank Linkage Program (BLP) in India.

NABARD also has a dedicated department “Micro Credit Innovation Department”
(MCID) since 1998 to innovate and provide guidance to micro credit innovations
including the Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme. The home grown model of
SHG-BLP which was started as a link between the unbanked poor and the formal banking
system in India has empowered over 100 million women in the country over the period
of more than 25 years, since its beginning in 1992. It now touches over 100 million rural
households through 8.7 million groups with savings and loans balance of more than

Rs.195 billion and Rs.755 billion respectively.

The program has come of age with rural poor women of SHGs managing substantial
funds. The banking system in India have also developed their expertise in lending to such
groups. A large number of banks and their branches are involved in this programme.
With these efforts, poor people who were outside the mainstream of financial and
governmental initiatives, have been provided an informal institutional mechanism,
resulting in holistic empowerment of poor. The program has also brought in attitudinal
changes in the bankers and governmental organizations resulting in sustainable

development of the poorest of the poor. SHG-BLP is also viewed as a major women
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empowerment programme which has transformed lives of millions of women, as alm

85% of the members are women.

Keeping in view the importance of SHGs in inclusive development and to replicate the
Indian concept of SHG BLP across countries, CRFIM and ACE, BIRD [a training
institute set up by NABARD] Lucknow, India is organizing an 5 day International
Training Program on “SHGs — A Tool for Financial Inclusion and Women
Empowerment” at Lucknow campus from 14-18 January 2019 for participants from

South-Asian, South-East Asian, African and South American countries.

The training programme would be of immense benefit to the participants in replicating
the best practices of the Indian concept in SHG Bank Linkage, in their respective

countries.

The full details of the program with regard to the program objectives, content, BIRD

Campus and program fees and nomination form are indicated in the enclosed brochure.

We request you to avail of this opportunity and kindly submit your nominations in the

enclosed form, to us, latest by 01 December 2018.

Yours faithfully

(M R Gopal ‘\T’: W

Programme Directors

Encl: As above




